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For effective transitions to a more sustainable society in rural 

Canada, there is no way forward without working effectively 

and meaningfully with Indigenous peoples on their terms 

the key message…



In the next twenty 
minutes I will…

• Position myself and set context

• Explore the project at hand

• Share ideas moving forward



Positionality

Settler scholar 
PhD student 
researcher

Newfoundlander





Setting the context 
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Problem?

• Society operating 
“unsustainably,” with 
diverse rural areas 
facing challenges 
due to climate 
change, government 
pull-back, etc.

Approach?

• Researchers 
attempting to design, 
implement, and 
measure 
“transitions” to a 
more sustainable 
world

Gap?

• Inadequate inclusion 
of diverse 
perspectives and 
knowledge systems 
in sustainability 
transitions
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The transformative potential for academia in welcoming diverse knowledges is 

significant, but what does this 'welcoming' mean and at what cost to Indigenous 

peoples?”

Margaret Kovach, 2021, p. 11



The Current (future) project

What opportunities and 
barriers exist in the Bay St. 
George region of western 
Newfoundland for a transition 
(transformation) to a more 
sustainable, self-determined 
future?
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But how?



Regional Governance

✗ Who plays a role in collective decision-making on matters 
that impact the region (and what amount of power does 
each player hold in the decision-making process)?

✗ How does existing government (local, regional, provincial, 
federal, or international) policy and structure hinder or 
drive decision-making in the region?

✗ How does the decision-making in the region reflect the 
priorities and rights afforded to communities and 
individuals? 
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Ethical Space
The analogy of a space 

between two entities, as a 

space between the 

Indigenous and Western 

thought worlds

Ermine, 2007
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A s s u m p tio n s

W o rld v ie w s

B ia s e s

P rio ritie s



Etuaptmumk
A Mi’kmaw guiding principle 

for research that draws 

value on the equitable 

coming-together of both 

western and Indigenous 

knowledge systems

Bartlett et al., 2012
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✗ Thank you!
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