
Working Together to Support Each Other

Denise Hardy
President, Fort William Curling Club



Where I’m from
When I came to Thunder Bay
President of Fort William Curling Club



Curling in Thunder Bay

Kids pic

wheelchair curling

Stick curling

Curling Capital of Canada

Little Rocks

Champions



Fort William Curling Club

• 129 years old
• Started off curling outside
• 8 sheets of ice
• Elevator 
• World champions
• LU Curling Night
• Adult learn to curl
• Best Chinese food in Thunder Bay



Some events at Club

• 1996 Scott Tournament of Hearts
• Northern Ontario Mens Playdowns
• Provincial and National Wheelchair Curling
• Bearskin Hope Classic
• Ontario Native Mixed
• Dead Set on Life



Trends

• 4 Curling Clubs in the Thunder Bay area
• 1 closed
• Curling memberships decline
• Proposed Thunder Bay Event Centre
• Curling memberships continue to decline
• Curling clubs across Canada closing
• Big city’s across Canada hosting major events



Someone had an ideal!!

Was approached by Pintys

The 3 Curling Clubs brainstormed

Worked out a deal



• Pinty’s chose the Tournament Centre
• Tickets sold out in days
• Over 300 volunteers
• Economic boost to city

• Huge Success







Curling is just one of many

• Baseball 
• Hockey 
• Cross-country ski 
• Golf 
• Fat bike
• Running
• Broom ball
• Ultimate Frisbee

• Biathlon 
• Soccer 
• Football
• Cycling 
• Basketball
• Mountain biking
• Rock Climbing
• Disc Golf



Miigwetch

Fort William Curling Club
218 N. Vickers Street
Thunder Bay
622-5377
The club is attached to the Gardens
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